
We, the current clergy members of the Hendrix College Board of Trustees, write to respond to the Viewpoint column by Andrew Thompson that appears in the May 16 edition of the Arkansas United Methodist. 

With reference to the title of the essay, the future of the connection between Hendrix and the United Methodist Church is in no way uncertain.  Since we, as members of the Trustees and Administration, have worked to strengthen the relationship between Hendrix College and the United Methodist Church, it saddens us to think that others believe the future relationship is uncertain.  Hendrix will most certainly remain rooted in the United Methodist Church, the fertile soil that nurtured and sustained the College as it grew into one of the nation’s leading liberal arts colleges.  Let us share with you why we are encouraged about our future together.

As clergy trustees, we take seriously our role to pay close attention to Hendrix’s relationship with our church and work diligently to enhance it.   In fact, the relationship between Hendrix and the Arkansas Conference has grown in strength and vitality.  For example, we are deeply grateful for the steps taken by President Timothy Cloyd (the son of a United Methodist missionary) to strengthen the ministries of the United Methodist Church on the Hendrix campus. For the first time in its history, Hendrix has two full-time ordained United Methodist clergy in the chaplain’s office. Reverend Wayne Clark and Reverend J.J. Whitney provide strong leadership and a faithful witness on the Hendrix campus.  We are particularly grateful for the fact that the College has committed an additional $250,000 per year to programs devoted to the theological exploration of vocation.  The vast majority of Hendrix students and faculty participate in one or more programs associated with this initiative each year.  

Furthermore, in the past six years alone, twenty persons from Hendrix College have entered United Methodist seminaries, more than 250 college students have been on mission trips to churches and ministries related to United Methodism around the world, and over 60 high school students have, at no cost to the Annual Conference, participated in a discernment institute for called ministry. In recent years, Hendrix has launched a United Methodist Youth Leadership Scholars Program that provides scholarship funding and leadership training to 60 United Methodist students at Hendrix each year.  In addition, Hendrix provides half tuition scholarships to all dependents of United Methodist clergy, from any conference, who attend Hendrix. We strongly affirm that Hendrix is being faithful to blessing the tie that binds us to the United Methodist Church. Indeed, Hendrix has been a leader in our Annual Conference strategic initiative #2, “To identify, enlist, and retain gifted young pastors who are passionate about making disciples for Christ.”  None of us can recall a time in our years of active ministry when Hendrix demonstrated a greater commitment to its relationship to the United Methodist Church.

As the current clergy representatives of the UMC on the Hendrix Board, we believe the proposal for changes in the Board’s composition will broaden the participation of United Methodists by drawing in lay leaders and by making space on the board for clergy representation from beyond the Arkansas Conference.  The proposed changes will not weaken the college’s relationship with the church. Rather, it will strengthen it by including United Methodist clergy and laity from beyond the Arkansas Conference.  How so?

Hendrix is currently required by its charter to have 10 Trustees who must be ordained clergy in full connection with the Arkansas Conference of the UMC (in addition to the Bishop and the Director of Ministries who are ex-officio members with full voice and vote). The Board of Trustees voted to alter the requirement to include:

·
5 Trustees who are ordained clergy in full connection with the Arkansas Conference of the UMC.

·
5 Trustees who are either clergy or lay members of the United Methodist Church without regard to conference affiliation. 

The Bishop and the Director of Ministries also will continue to serve in their ex-officio capacity.  Therefore, Hendrix will have the same number of designated United Methodists but broadened to include laity and clergy from different conferences.  (In addition, 18 of the 30 current lay trustees are United Methodists.)
Why did we propose this change now?


The College originally proposed this change when the two Arkansas conferences combined, but was asked by the leadership to delay the request to smooth the transition. Over the years, Hendrix has evolved from a small college serving mostly Arkansas students to an institution of national stature, enrolling about half its current students from other states and nations. 

As an institution of higher learning with a national reputation for excellence, Hendrix serves UMC clergy and laity from around the world. The College wishes to draw on the expertise of lay members and clergy that represent the diversity of students we serve. The move to involve laity reflects the growing movement in the denomination to empower everyone in ministry. United Methodist clergy and laity from across the world could serve on the Board, globally strengthening the connection to the church. 

Because current Trustees and Administration have worked so hard to build up the relationship between Hendrix and the United Methodist Church, because so many students, faculty and staff are involved with ministry and mission, because we have a unique historical moment to broaden the United Methodist relationship with Hendrix, we encourage you to support the changes to the Hendrix charter at this year’s Conference.

If you have questions about the change or simply wish to discuss it further, we would welcome the opportunity to provide you with the facts.
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